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Android tablets come in all shapes and sizes. They often run different versions of Android, some can be easily attached to keyboards, others are designed to be slates, and some are ebook readers. Regardless of what you need a new Android tablet for, here are five of the best ones for the job, based on your nominations. Earlier in the week, we asked
you which Android tablet you think is the best. Over 200 responses later, we're back to highlight the top five - or rather, the top five model lines, because the top five nominees were several of the same product line.Tablets are incredibly useful, even if you're looking to be productive—and now that the crop of...Read morePhoto by Sham Hardy.The
votes are counted and the winner has been crowned! To see who took the top spot, head over to our Hive Five followup post to see who won! There are plenty of Android tablets (and tablets that can run Android) on the market, but this...Read moreSamsung Galaxy Tab SeriesAvailable in 7 inch, 8.9 inch, and 10.1 inch models on all four major US
carriers and as a Wi-Fi only model, Samsung's Galaxy Tab series is one of the most recognizable and iconic Android tablets on the market. Most of the models run Android Honeycomb, and can pull duty as a media tablet, productivity tool, or ereader. All models come with and run Adobe Flash, have access to the Android Market, and models with 3G
data plans offer 3G or 4G wireless access on your tablet while you're on the go. Pricing varies depending on the size, wireless carrier (if any), and amount of storage you're looking for, but the Galaxy Tab starts at $199, and can get as expensive as $629.Asus Eee Pad Transformer/Transformer PrimeWith the Eee Pad Transformer and the new quad-
core Eee Pad Transformer Prime, Asus has proven there's a place in the tablet market for tablets that function just as well as stand-alone slates as they do when connected to a docking station with a full keyboard. Both Transformer models allow you to use the device as an Android tablet when not connected to the Eee Station dock, and then dock the
tablets to work on them like super-thin and super-light Android-based laptops. Both models support Flash, have front and rear-facing cameras for HD video, and have NVidia Tegra graphics inside for mobile gaming. Again, pricing varies based on the storage in each model, but expect to pay between $399 and $599 depending on the model you order
(or pre-order, since the Transformer Prime makes its North American debut this week.HP TouchpadEven though the HP Touchpad is a discontinued product, and never really sold well when it was available on store shelves, HP's $99 fire sale to get rid of their excess stock of Touchpads when they discontinued them made them one of the most popular
tablets on the market. The Touchpad runs WebOS, and while it doesn't have the same quantity of apps as the Android Market or the iTunes App Store, it does have a good enough number that you can use the Touchpad to check your email, listen to local or streaming music, surf the web, stay in touch with friends on your favorite social networks, and
stay productive. The 9.7-inch screen is perfect for video, the front-facing camera is useful for video conferencing over Wi-Fi (there is no 3G). Good luck getting your hands on a Touchpad now at any price, although we're sure you might find some drastically overpriced models available on eBay. Yes, we know the Touchpad doesn't run Android - but it
can when unlocked, and you guys voted for it, so we're including it.Barnes and Noble Nook SeriesWhile the new Nook tablet is really the only model that Barnes and Noble is marketing as a proper tablet, the Nook Color is a great option as well, especially once you've rooted it and installed a new ROM. Barnes and Noble has all but condoned the
process, and even if you don't root your Nook Color, you get some access to the some apps in the Android Market (through Barnes and Noble), tons of games, streaming video through Netflix and Hulu Plus, and of course access to Barnes and Noble's catalog of millions of books. All models are Wi-Fi only, and the Nook Color will set you back $199 and
the Nook Tablet $249. Both models feature 7-inch displays, tons of pre-loaded apps, and are a great bang for your buck if you're looking for affordable Android tablets to hack and play with.Acer Iconia Tab SeriesMost of you who voted for the Iconia Tab series specifically liked the A500, a dual-core Wi-Fi Android tablet with Nvidia graphics under the
hood for multimedia and gaming. Front and rear-facing cameras are perfect for shooting quick photos and video as well as web conferencing. The A500 is a 10-inch tablet. The W500 is a 10-inch slate, and the A100 is a 7-inch model that's slim and portable. All models run Honeycomb, have access to the Android Market, sports USB ports, and tons of
internal storage. If you're shopping for an Iconia Tab, expect to spend anywhere from $299 to $549, with the A500s running from $349 to $399 depending on how much storage you need.Now that you've seen the top five, it's time to put them to an all-out vote.Honorable mentions this week go out to a pair of tablets that barely missed the cut for the
top five, the port-packed Toshiba Thrive and the newly released and media-rich Kindle Fire from Amazon.Have something to say about one of the contenders, or a feature of your favorite we forgot to mention? Did your favorite tablet not get enough nominations to get into the top five? Let's hear it in the comments below. We connect to so many
different networks and the password usually gets entered just once. So what would you do if you forgot the WiFi password? Having a good password safe would prevent this problem, but you can also find the WiFi password off your Android phone. It’'s easier than you might think. For iPhone users, we’ve got an article on how to see the WiFi password
on an iPhone too. We also created a short video on our YouTube channel where we go through the process, so check that out in case you don’t feel like reading a lot of text. Find The WiFi Password On a Pixel Phone If you’ve got a Google Pixel phone with Android 10, this is the easiest way possible to find your WiFi password. Go to Settings >
Network & Internet > WiFi .Tap on the name of the WiFi network you want to recover the password from to get to the Network Details Screen.Tap on the Share button. It will ask you to authenticate with a fingerprint or PIN. The phone will display a QR Code. Right below that is the WiFi password for that network. Find The WiFi Password On Other
Android Phones If you’'ve got a non-Pixel phone with Android 10, it’s slightly more complicated but still very simple. At the bottom-left of the screen, tap on QR Code. Take a screen capture of the QR Code. Using a QR Code scanner, like TrendMicro’s QRScanner, load the screenshot. Do this by tapping the QR code icon in the bottom-left corner. You’'ll
see the password now. In TrendMicro QRScanner, it shows in the 2 spots highlighted by the red rectangles below. Find The WiFi Password On Android 9 & Older Phones If your Android phone runs Android 9 (Pie) or an older version of Android, finding the WiFi password is more difficult. You'll need to root your phone first. That means giving yourself
the highest access level possible. We have articles on how to root a Pixel, Galaxy, or Nexus phone. Then you’ll need to install some software on your computer and be able to connect your phone to the computer. Enable Developer Mode on your phone. Go to Settings > System > About Phone then scroll down to Build number. Tap on Build number 7
times. You’ll see the message You are now a developer! Go back one screen and scroll to Developer options. Go into that. Scroll down to USB debugging and turn it on. Install Universal ADB Drivers on your PC. This helps your computer talk to the Android over a USB connection. Make sure your USB cable is for data transfer, not just
charging.Download and install the Minimal ADB and Fastboot Tool on your PC.Connect the phone to your computer and open the Minimal ADB and Fastboot app. It opens as a command prompt. Type in the command adb pull /data/misc/wifi/wpa supplicant.conf and press Enter. The command will copy the wpa_supplicant.conf file to your PC in the
same folder Minimal ADB and Fastboot is installed in. In File Explorer navigate to that location.Open the file with Notepad and you’ll find the WiFi password. Android WiFi Password Reveal Apps You may be tempted to download a password recovery app. After reviewing several of the WiFi recovery apps listed in the Google Play store, we couldn’t find
one that we would trust. Some have decent ratings, but the reviews seem fake. You'll also find that they require you to root your phone. Even if they did work, should you really trust them? Are you sure they’'re not sending your information somewhere they shouldn’t? We recommend avoiding these apps. Still Can’t Recover The WiFi Password?
Recovering the WiFi password on your Android phone is really just a convenience. You can find the WiFi password using the Command Prompt in Windows, if the computer can connect to the WiFi. If the methods above don’t work for you, then reset the WiFi password on your router. If it’s not your WiFi router, then ask the person who manages it for
the password. If you don’t own the router, or you don’t want to talk to the person who does, you probably shouldn’t be using the WiFi anyway. If you've done any internet research on the topic of Android phones, you most likely ran across either forums or articles discussing rooting your device. But what is rooting, exactly, and should you do it? This is
a summary of the advantages and disadvantages of rooting an Android phone. The information in this article should apply no matter who made your Android phone: Samsung, Google, Huawei, Xiaomi, etc. The Android phone runs an operating system designed for commercial and private use. Like most operating systems, several features are disabled.
Phone manufacturers lock their devices to prevent you from unintentionally damaging the phone or exposing the phone to security risks. They also lock devices to prevent you from removing apps they installed, or from switching carriers. Rooting removes all limitations and grants full access to the operating system. Andrew Mason/CC by 2.0/Flickr
Once your Android device is rooted, you have more control over the settings, features, and performance of the phone. You're not limited to what the phone manufacturer says you can do with the device. Instead, you can do anything the device's hardware allows. Basically, rooting grants administrative (or root in Linux and Android terms) privileges in
the operating system and the ability to make global changes. These are the primary disadvantages of rooting your Android phone: Voids the phone warranty. After a phone is rooted, it cannot be serviced under the warranty. Risk of "bricking" a phone. A bricked phone is completely unusable. Breaks the phone contract. This depends on how you
purchased the phone. If you lease the device or make payments, you're definitely breaking your contract with your carrier by rooting it. Poor performance. The intention of rooting a phone is to improve your phone's performance. However, some users who root their phones to speed it up or add additional features find their devices lose both
performance speed and features. Viruses. Even phones get viruses. A common practice with rooted phones is to flash ROMs with custom programs. When you install an app or ROM from an unreputable source, you risk installing malicious programs. Rooting your Android phone offers benefits that include: Running special apps. Rooting allows the
phone to run apps that it cannot run otherwise. Many of these apps give greater control over the phone, like more customization and battery management options. Removing pre-installed apps. When you root a phone, you're able to remove unwanted pre-installed apps from it. Freeing up memory. When you install an app on your phone, it's stored in
the device's memory. Rooting lets you move installed applications to an SD card to free up system memory for additional files or apps. Custom ROMs. This is the most powerful feature of rooted phones. There are hundreds of custom ROMs that increase a phone's processing speed and change the look and feel. Extended Phone Life. Rooting a phone
allows you to install custom ROMs and remove bloatware. It also lets you install certain apps that require root, many of which manage phone resources. Because the Android ROM community develops new releases for Android long after manufacturers stop supporting a device, you can keep getting updates. brownpau/CC by 2.0/Flickr It should be
noted that rooting an Android phone is not the same as unlocking it. Unlocking a phone allows it to be used on other carriers. For a time, it was illegal to unlock a phone—even if it was no longer under contract with a carrier. That changed in 2014 when the Unlocking Consumer Choice and Wireless Competition Act was signed into law. This law
permits any cellphone or smartphone owner to unlock their phone and move to another carrier if the phone contract's requirements are satisfied. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why!
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